
AN920 D THEORY AND APPLICATIONS OF THE MC34063 AND A78S40 Hand... Vol. 2025, Issue 10

AN920 D THEORY AND APPLICATIONS OF
THE MC34063 AND A78S40 Handbook

SMPS Battery Charger Circuit Diagram

In today's rapidly advancing technological landscape, efficient and reliable charging solutions are
essential for various applications, from portable electronics to large-scale power storage systems.
One of the most popular and effective methods for charging batteries is through Switch Mode Power
Supplies (SMPS). An SMPS battery charger circuit diagram provides a compact, efficient, and
cost-effective way to charge batteries with high precision and minimal energy loss. This article dives
deep into the fundamentals of SMPS battery chargers, explores various circuit diagrams, and offers
practical insights into designing and understanding these circuits.

Understanding SMPS Battery Charger Circuits

Switch Mode Power Supplies are power conversion devices that efficiently transform electrical
energy from one form to another, typically converting AC to DC with high efficiency. When used as
battery chargers, SMPS circuits regulate voltage and current to safely and effectively charge
batteries, ensuring longevity and safety.

Key advantages of using SMPS for battery charging:

- High Efficiency: Minimizes energy wastage, reducing heat and power consumption.
- Compact Size: Smaller form factors compared to traditional linear chargers.
- Precise Voltage and Current Regulation: Ensures safe charging and extends battery life.
- Flexible Design: Can be adapted for various battery types and capacities.

Basic Principles of SMPS Battery Charger Circuits

An SMPS battery charger generally involves converting AC mains to a regulated DC output suitable
for charging batteries. The core components include:

- Transformer (if stepping down from AC)
- Rectifier circuit (diodes or bridge rectifier)
- Filtering components (capacitors)
- Switching elements (transistors, MOSFETs, or ICs)
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- Controller ICs for regulation
- Feedback mechanisms for voltage/current regulation
- Protection circuitry (over-voltage, over-current, temperature)

The circuit operates by switching the power device on and off rapidly, controlling the energy
transferred to the battery.

Common SMPS Battery Charger Circuit Diagrams

Below are typical circuit configurations used in SMPS battery chargers:

1. Basic Buck Converter-Based Charger

This is a straightforward design using a step-down (buck) converter, which efficiently converts a
higher DC voltage to a lower, regulated voltage suitable for charging.

Components:

- Switching MOSFET
- Inductor
- Diode (fast recovery or Schottky)
- Output capacitor
- Feedback control IC (like LM2596 or specialized charger IC)
- Current sensing resistor for regulation

Operation:

The IC controls the MOSFET's switching, maintaining a constant output voltage. The inductor stores
energy during the ON phase and releases it during the OFF phase, smoothing the output.

Diagram overview:

```plaintext

AC mains ? Transformer (if used) ? Rectifier ? Filter capacitor ? Buck converter circuit (MOSFET,
inductor, diode, output capacitor) ? Battery

```

2. Boost Converter for Higher Voltage Charging
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Applicable when the supply voltage is lower than the battery voltage, requiring a boost converter
design.

Features:

- Step-up voltage regulation
- Suitable for systems with low-voltage inputs

3. CC/CV (Constant Current / Constant Voltage) Charger Circuit

This is a sophisticated circuit used for charging rechargeable batteries like Li-ion, NiMH, or
lead-acid.

Working principle:

- Initially, the circuit supplies a constant current to the battery until it reaches the set voltage.
- Once the voltage threshold is reached, the circuit switches to constant voltage mode, tapering

current as the battery approaches full charge.

Components:

- Dedicated charger ICs (e.g., TP4056 for lithium-ion)
- Feedback and control circuitry
- Safety features like temperature sensors

Diagram:

```plaintext

AC/DC Converter ? CC/CV charging module ? Battery

```

Design Considerations for SMPS Battery Chargers

Designing an efficient and safe SMPS battery charger involves careful planning and component
selection.
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1. Voltage and Current Ratings

- Determine the battery's nominal voltage and maximum charging current.
- Select components that can handle these ratings without overheating or failure.

2. Safety Features

- Over-voltage protection
- Over-current protection
- Temperature monitoring
- Short circuit protection

3. Charging Profile

- Understand the battery chemistry to apply the appropriate charge cycle.
- For example, lithium-ion batteries require specific constant current/constant voltage profiles.

4. Feedback and Regulation

- Use feedback mechanisms to maintain stable output.
- Consider employing dedicated charger ICs with integrated regulation features.

5. Component Selection

- Choose high-quality inductors and capacitors to minimize noise and ripple.
- Use fast-recovery diodes or Schottky diodes for efficiency.

Practical Steps to Build a SMPS Battery Charger Circuit

Step 1: Define Battery Specifications

- Determine battery voltage, capacity, and recommended charging current.

Step 2: Choose the Appropriate Circuit Topology
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- Buck converter for step-down voltage
- Boost converter for step-up
- CC/CV modules for lithium-ion batteries

Step 3: Select Components

- Power switches (MOSFETs)
- Inductors
- Diodes
- Control ICs or modules

Step 4: Create the Circuit Diagram

- Use simulation software (like LTspice) for testing before physical implementation.

Step 5: Assemble and Test

- Start with low voltage testing.
- Measure output voltage and current regulation.
- Include safety features and test under fault conditions.

Example SMPS Battery Charger Circuit Diagram Components

While detailed circuit diagrams vary based on application, common elements include:

- Input Stage:

- AC Mains or DC source
- Transformer (if AC)

- Rectification & Filtering:

- Bridge rectifier
- Bulk capacitor
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- Switching Regulator:

- MOSFET or transistor
- PWM controller IC (like UC3843 or specialized charger ICs)

- Output Stage:

- Inductor
- Output diode (Schottky)
- Output capacitor
- Feedback network

- Protection & Control:

- Current sense resistor
- Voltage reference
- Over-current/over-voltage protection circuitry

Conclusion

An SMPS battery charger circuit diagram is fundamental for designing efficient, reliable, and safe
charging systems across various applications. By understanding the various topologies?such as
buck, boost, and CC/CV configurations?and paying attention to component selection, safety, and
regulation techniques, engineers and hobbyists can develop tailored solutions for their specific
battery charging needs. Whether for small portable devices or large energy storage systems, the
principles outlined above serve as a comprehensive guide to creating effective SMPS battery
chargers.

Additional Resources

- Datasheets for popular charger ICs (e.g., TP4056, MCP73831)
- Simulation tools (LTspice, Proteus)
- Practical tutorials on SMPS design
- Safety guidelines for handling high-voltage circuits
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Remember: Proper testing and adherence to safety standards are critical when working with power
electronics and batteries.
 
SMPS Battery Charger Circuit Diagram: An In-Depth Technical Guide

SMPS Battery Charger Circuit Diagram has become an essential component in modern electronic
devices, especially with the rising demand for efficient, compact, and reliable charging solutions.
Switched-Mode Power Supplies (SMPS) are widely favored for their high efficiency and ability to
deliver stable power, making them ideal for battery charging applications. This article delves into the
intricacies of SMPS battery charger circuits, offering detailed insights into their operation, design
considerations, and practical implementation. Whether you're an electronics enthusiast, a hobbyist,
or a professional engineer, understanding the underlying principles of SMPS-based chargers is vital
for developing robust and efficient power solutions.

Understanding the Basics: What is an SMPS Battery Charger?

An SMPS battery charger is a device that uses a switched-mode power supply topology to efficiently
convert AC power into a regulated DC voltage suitable for charging batteries. Unlike linear chargers,
which dissipate excess voltage as heat, SMPS chargers switch electronic components on and off
rapidly to minimize power loss, resulting in higher efficiency and reduced size.

Key features of SMPS battery chargers include:

- High efficiency: Typically above 80%, reducing energy wastage.
- Compact design: Smaller size due to high-frequency operation.
- Adjustable output: Can be configured to charge various battery chemistries and voltages.
- Smart charging capabilities: Can include features like current limiting, automatic shut-off, and

temperature compensation.

Core Components of an SMPS Battery Charger Circuit

The basic structure of an SMPS battery charger involves several critical components working
together seamlessly:

- AC/DC Conversion Stage:

Converts mains AC voltage into a high-frequency pulsating DC. Usually achieved with a rectifier
(diodes or bridge rectifier) and a filter capacitor.
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- Power Switching Device:

Typically a transistor (MOSFET or BJT) that switches on and off rapidly, controlling the energy
transferred to the output.

- Oscillator/Controller IC:

Generates the switching pulses with precise frequency and duty cycle control, often embedded
within specialized integrated circuits.

- Transformer or Inductor:

Isolates the output from mains voltage and steps the voltage up or down as needed.

- Output Rectifier and Filter:

Converts the high-frequency AC back to smooth DC suitable for battery charging.

- Feedback and Control Circuit:

Monitors output voltage/current and adjusts the switch duty cycle to maintain safe charging
parameters.

Deep Dive into the Circuit Diagram

A typical SMPS battery charger circuit diagram can be segmented into the following sections:

- Input Stage: AC to High-Frequency DC Conversion

- AC Mains Input: Usually 110V or 220V, depending on the region.
- Rectification: Using four diodes arranged in a bridge configuration converts AC to pulsating DC.
- Filtering: A large electrolytic capacitor smooths out the pulsations, providing a stable DC voltage

as input to the switching stage.
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- Switching Regulator Section

- Oscillator/Controller IC: Devices like the UC3842, XL6009, or specialized battery charger ICs
generate PWM signals.

- Switching Device: A MOSFET acts as a high-speed switch, driven by the controller's pulse
signals.

- Transformers/Inductors: For isolated power supplies, a transformer provides galvanic isolation,
stepping voltage up or down as needed.

- Output Stage: Voltage Regulation and Charging Control

- Rectification: Diodes (fast or ultra-fast recovery) rectify the high-frequency AC induced in the
transformer.

- Filtering: Output capacitors smooth the rectified voltage to produce a clean DC output.
- Feedback Network: Using voltage dividers and opto-isolators (if necessary), the circuit monitors

output voltage and current, feeding this information back to the controller for regulation.

Design Considerations for an Effective SMPS Battery Charger

Creating a reliable and efficient SMPS battery charger involves meticulous planning and
understanding of several critical parameters:

- Voltage and Current Ratings:

Ensure the circuit can handle the maximum voltage and current required for the specific battery
chemistry (Li-ion, NiMH, Lead Acid, etc.).

- Charge Profile:

Different batteries require different charging algorithms?constant current, constant voltage, or
multi-stage charging.

- Safety Features:

Incorporate overvoltage, overcurrent, temperature sensing, and short-circuit protection.
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- Efficiency Optimization:

Use high-quality components and proper layout techniques to minimize energy loss.

- Isolation:

Galvanic isolation via transformers enhances safety, especially when charging batteries connected
to mains.

Practical Implementation: Building a Basic SMPS Battery Charger

Let?s walk through a simplified example of constructing an SMPS battery charger circuit diagram:

Components Needed:

- Input: 230V AC mains
- Bridge Rectifier: Four diodes (e.g., 1N4007)
- Filter Capacitor: 470?F / 400V electrolytic capacitor
- Controller IC: Example, UC3842 or similar
- Switching MOSFET: IRF540 or equivalent
- Transformer: 12V secondary for low-voltage battery charging
- Output Rectifier: Fast recovery diodes
- Output Filter Capacitors: 1000?F / 25V
- Feedback Network: Voltage divider resistors
- Protection Circuits: Overcurrent and temperature sensors

Working Steps:

- AC to DC Conversion:

The bridge rectifier converts mains AC to pulsating DC, filtered by the capacitor.

- Switching Operation:

The controller IC generates PWM signals, switching the MOSFET on and off at high frequency
(~50kHz).
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- Energy Transfer:

The transformer steps the voltage down, providing galvanic isolation and the desired voltage level
for charging.

- Rectification and Filtering:

The secondary winding's AC is rectified and filtered, delivering a stable DC voltage to the battery.

- Feedback and Regulation:

The voltage divider samples the output, feeding back to the controller to maintain constant voltage
or current as per the charging profile.

Advanced Features and Modern Trends

Modern SMPS battery chargers often incorporate intelligent features to enhance safety and
efficiency:

- Multi-Stage Charging Algorithms:

Implemented via microcontrollers to optimize battery lifespan.

- Communication Interfaces:

USB, Bluetooth, or Wi-Fi modules for remote monitoring and control.

- Temperature Compensation:

Sensors adjust charging parameters based on battery temperature, preventing overheating.

- Battery Management Systems (BMS):

Integrated to balance cells, monitor health, and prevent overcharging.
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Troubleshooting Common Issues

When designing or troubleshooting an SMPS battery charger, consider these common problems:

- Overheating of Components:

Caused by poor layout, inadequate heat sinking, or component ratings too close to operating
conditions.

- Unstable Output Voltage:

May result from faulty feedback, poor filtering, or damaged components.

- High Ripple or Noise:

Can be mitigated by adding additional filtering components or improving layout.

- No Output or Low Output Voltage:

Check for faulty diodes, broken transistors, or insufficient drive signals from the controller IC.

Conclusion

SMPS battery charger circuit diagram exemplifies a sophisticated yet accessible solution for
efficient battery charging. By leveraging high-frequency switching, galvanic isolation, and precise
control mechanisms, these circuits outperform traditional linear chargers in efficiency, size, and
adaptability. A well-designed SMPS charger not only ensures fast and safe charging but also
extends the lifespan of batteries through smart charging profiles.

Whether you aim to build a simple charger for your personal projects or develop a complex,
multi-stage charging system, understanding the core principles and circuit configurations is
fundamental. As technology advances, integrating digital controls, IoT features, and advanced BMS
will further enhance the capabilities of SMPS-based battery chargers, making them indispensable in
the future landscape of portable power solutions.

In summary, the SMPS battery charger circuit diagram is a blueprint that combines various
electronic components and control strategies to deliver reliable, efficient, and safe charging. Mastery

Published by: promo.centrodimedicina.com Page 12 of 13



AN920 D THEORY AND APPLICATIONS OF THE MC34063 AND A78S40 Hand... Vol. 2025, Issue 10

of its design principles enables engineers and hobbyists alike to create tailored solutions for a broad
spectrum of applications, powering the devices of tomorrow with precision and confidence.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the key components of an SMPS battery charger circuit diagram? The
key components typically include a transformer, switching transistor (like a MOSFET), a diode, an
inductor, a controller IC, and feedback circuitry for regulation and safety. How does an SMPS
battery charger circuit differ from traditional linear chargers? An SMPS charger uses high-frequency
switching to efficiently convert power, resulting in smaller size, higher efficiency, and better
regulation compared to linear chargers which dissipate excess voltage as heat. Can I modify an
existing SMPS circuit diagram for different battery voltages? Yes, by adjusting the transformer turns
ratio, feedback network, and control parameters, you can modify an SMPS circuit to suit different
battery voltages, but proper calculations and testing are essential. What safety features are
incorporated in an SMPS battery charger circuit diagram? Common safety features include
over-voltage protection, over-current protection, thermal shutdown, and short circuit protection, often
implemented through feedback and control circuitry. Is it possible to build a DIY SMPS battery
charger circuit diagram? Yes, with proper understanding of switching power supplies, circuit design,
and safety precautions, DIY enthusiasts can build their own SMPS battery chargers using available
circuit diagrams and components. What are the advantages of using an SMPS battery charger
circuit? Advantages include higher efficiency, compact size, lighter weight, faster charging times,
and better regulation compared to traditional charger circuits. Which control ICs are commonly used
in SMPS battery charger circuits? Popular control ICs include UC3854, MC34063, and dedicated
charger controller ICs like TP4056 for small batteries, depending on the complexity and application.
How do feedback mechanisms work in an SMPS battery charger circuit diagram? Feedback
mechanisms monitor output voltage and current, sending signals to the controller IC to adjust
switching activity, ensuring the battery is charged safely and accurately. Are there specific
considerations when designing an SMPS battery charger for different types of batteries? Yes,
different batteries (Li-ion, NiMH, lead-acid) have unique charging profiles, voltage limits, and safety
requirements, which should be incorporated into the circuit design and control strategy. 
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design, battery management circuit, switching power supply
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